
Knitting-mill Knitted Shoelaces - with a professional finish

There are a few versions of knitted shoelaces that I have seen, but this version 
includes two options for finishing  that will give you a professional finish.  It is 
perfectly OK to knit your laces and then use your yarn needle to thread them 
thru the eyelets but nobody wants to go thru that every time they want to 
change laces!

The basic steps are as follows:!
!
1. Grab the laces out of the shoes you 
are making your new knitted laces for, 
and some leftover sock yarn.!
2. Thread the yarn into your knitting mill. !
3. Crank out your lace. Now make 
another one.!
!
Most of the patterns I found then  suggest 
wrapping the end of yarn tightly around 
the end of the i-cord to finish off.  I don't 
think this works very well.  And I struggled 
to make a second lace the same size.  

Note: If you want to hand knit your i-cord,  or use a loom or spool, feel free but i you want to make a 
LOT of shoelaces, a knitting mill (like the Prym one or the Embellish-Knit is a lot faster! 
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What I do:!
1.  Knit the cord double the length you need, plus another inch or so.  Finish off the end by 
threading the tail thru the remaining stitches. !
2.  STRETCH it out then allow the tube to settle and fold it in half.  !
!
There are two options for finishing your laces in a professional manner.  My prefered 
method is the pull the end of the laces thru a 3mm Heat Shrink Tube.  Position it in the 
middle of your i-cord. !
 !
!

Always allow the tubes to cool before you try to use them!  Apply a dot of glue to the ends of 
the tubes (wood glue is waterproof so this is a better choice than a PVA glue) just as an extra 
precaution.  If the tube is the right size, and well shrunk, it should be secure. !

3.  Position the bulldog clips at the very end of the tube.!
4. Apply the heat gun to the tube till it shrinks tightly around the yarn - BE CAREFUL to 
keep the heat tool moving so you don't scorch the yarn. The bulldog clips will protect it 
but direct heat for too long can make the yarn catch fire. You have been warned! !
5. Let it cool completely then CUT the tube in the middle. !
  

6. Apply tubes to the other ends of the laces and again, position the bulldog clip and apply 
heat. Cut all the ends to match.  
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Option Two: Aglets!
!
Aglets are the little tips of metel-ends for laces and you 
can buy them from Amazon in a variety of colours.  They 
may also be called Shoelace Tips or Metal Shoelace 
Tips, but AGLETS is a good way to search for them.!
!
They are open and need to be clamped on the end of 
the laces with pliers.!
!
1.  Knit one cord double the length you need  plus 
another inch.  Cut the long cord in half and finish as 
before. If you prefer, knit two cords,and finish off the 
ends by threading the tail thru the remaining stitches.!
!
!

  

 !
!!
2.  Select the aglets.  Place one at the end of 
the i-cord.  Use your pliers to clamp the aglet 
closed.!
!
I'm not gonna lie, I think the process is tricky - 
if using regular pliers, and if you don't clamp 
them closed in the right way, they will pull off.  
If you clamp them too flat, they might not fit 
easily thru your shoe eyelets.  You can buy a 
crimping tool (or may have one) but good ones 
cost a bit.   I prefer the heat-set shrink tools 
and like the finish using the clear tubing.!
!
But both finish off your knitted shoelaces 
nicely - nicer than wrapping the yarn ends 
around!!
!!


